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Will my child be attending lessons as normal 
following the Easter holiday?

Jjc

The timetable for the weeks commencing 7th and 14th June will be confirmed prior to 28th May. 
Students should be available to attend school until Friday 18th June.

Week commencing Assessments Lessons

19th April Benchmarking Assessments Students will attend lessons as usual if not in a 

Benchmarking Assessment

26th April Benchmarking Assessments Students will attend lessons as usual if not in a 

Benchmarking Assessment

3rd May Additional Evidence Assessments Students will attend lessons as usual if not in an 

evidence gathering assessment

10th May Additional Evidence Assessments Students will attend lessons as usual if not in an 

evidence gathering assessment

17th May Additional Evidence Assessments Students will attend lessons as usual if not in an 

evidence gathering assessment

24th May Additional Evidence Assessments Students will attend lessons as usual if not in an 

evidence gathering assessment
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How will grades be awarded this summer?

Grades for all qualifications will be based on a process involving teacher assessment against 
national standards, internal quality assurance, and external quality assurance by the exam 
boards:

1. Teachers will assess students against a national standard, which will be defined by the 
exam boards before the Easter break.

2. Subjects will submit grades which will be checked by other staff in the school. This internal 
process will have to be agreed by the exam board to ensure it is rigorous and in line with 
national standards.

3. Our school results will be checked externally by the exam boards, which may include 
random sampling of our school’s evidence.

4. If the exam boards are confident in our submitted results, then the exam boards will 
award students their final grades.

5. If a student does not think their results are accurate, they will have the right to appeal.
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What are the key dates?
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So, do individual teachers award the grade?

The simple answer is: NO

The process is:

1. Each department will provide assessment of performance across a range of evidence. 
This is decided upon using  a nationally-defined standard and not the teacher’s own 
opinion. 

2. This assessment is then checked by members of the Senior Leadership Team and in some 
subjects by leaders from across our Trust of schools.

3. The grades are then checked again by the exam boards before the final grade is awarded.
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What about all of the time that has been missed 
due to Covid 19 and lockdown?

• The exams in April will only include content that has been taught.  A list of topics and 
revision support is available here -
https://sites.google.com/arnoldhillacademy.co.uk/keystage4/home

• All remaining assessments and evidence used will be based on solely on topics that have 
been taught.

• Intervention sessions and online resources e.g. Seneca, Century, Hegarty Maths are 
available to all students to support revision.

• Additional opportunities will be available following the April exams for you to provide 
additional evidence for each subject.

https://sites.google.com/arnoldhillacademy.co.uk/keystage4/home
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Should a special consideration request be taken 
into account when assigning a grade?

• Special consideration requests will not apply in the usual way this summer because you 
will not be taking exams. If you think that your performance in an assessment included in 
the evidence list has been affected by illness or personal circumstances, you should talk 
to a member of staff in school about this as soon as possible. It is important that you 
raise any such instances before your school or college submits your grade. 

• If you have any questions about how your personal circumstances will be taken into 
account or want to raise anything, now is the best time to speak to them. 

• You should not wait until after you get your results.
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What evidence can be used?

The list of evidence may be different for each subject that you take and will be dependent on 
the requirements of the exam board.

More detailed information about the evidence used by each subject will be shared later in the 
term.

All subjects must use a range of evidence that can include:

• April Benchmarking assessments

• Previous Mock and Unit exams

• In-Class assessments

• Practical assessments

• Coursework

• Exam board set assessments to support grading

• Some homework and classwork tasks – this will be specified by the subject.
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Example 1 - Art

• Portfolio of work completed.
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Example 2 – Subject A

• April Benchmarking exams.

• Year 11 in-class assessments taking place in March and May.

• Autumn term mock exam.

• Year 10 in-class assessments.
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Can teachers discuss grades?

• Teachers will be able to discuss which evidence they are using to inform their judgement 
with students, including marked or graded pieces of work. 

• It is important to remember that no single piece of evidence will necessarily be more 
important than any other, as teachers will be assessing you on a range of evidence that 
can give an overall picture of your performance.

• It may not be the case that the grade awarded for a single piece of work will be the same 
as the final grade awarded. Evidence for a grade must be supported by a range of 
sources.

• However, teachers are not allowed to disclose their final submitted grade given to the 
exam board. 
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Can I appeal if I am not happy with my grade?

• Yes, a student is able to appeal their grade if they are feel the grade provided is not 
correct.

• A student who is unhappy with their grade will first ask their centre to check whether an 
administrative or procedural error had been made.

• Where a centre does identify an error in the grade submitted to the exam board, it can 
submit a revised grade and a rationale for the board to consider. If the exam board is 
satisfied with the rationale, it will issue a revised grade. 

• Where a centre does not believe an error had been made, a student can ask the centre to 
appeal to the exam board on their behalf. The centre will submit the student’s appeal to 
the exam board and provide the evidence on which its judgement had been made; the 
exam board will consider whether, in its view, the grade reflected an appropriate 
exercise of academic judgement. If the exam board judges that it did not, the exam board 
will determine the grade that the evidence would support. The exam board will also 
check that the centre had followed its own process.
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Can I appeal if I am not happy with my grade?

• Teachers are unable to submit higher grades for students unless they have the evidence 
that they have been consistently working at this level. If teachers submit higher grades 
without evidence they are committing exam malpractice.

• Schools have been asked to retain any evidence of requests by students or parents to 
provide or increase a grade as this will be classed as malpractice.

• If students or parents are found to be putting teachers or leaders under undue pressure 
to increase grades, then this matter will be referred to the exam boards and an 
investigation into malpractice may ensue. This may result in the student’s certificate 
being removed entirely if malpractice is deemed to have taken place. 
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Can I choose to sit an exam for a subject in 
October?

• The government is currently conducting a consultation regarding the arrangements for 
an autumn exam series in 2021, this runs until the 9th April. Further details about this are 
available at https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-
arrangements-for-an-autumn-2021-exam-series

• The autumn exam series is not available as an option instead of receiving a Centre 
Assessed Grade from Arnold Hill this summer.

• The autumn exam series is available for students that are unhappy with the grade 
achieved in the summer and wish to take an opportunity to sit the examination.

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-arrangements-for-an-autumn-2021-exam-series
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What can a student do to improve their grades?

• Engage in all remaining lessons and any intervention available.

• Prepare a revision timetable including time for relaxation.

• Year 11 students should use the Year 11 Google Page to access support with revision and 
wellbeing

https://sites.google.com/arnoldhillacademy.co.uk/keystage4/home

• Complete your revision for the upcoming exams and all assessment activities that will be 
taking place using all resources available.

• Try your best at all times!

https://sites.google.com/arnoldhillacademy.co.uk/keystage4/home
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When is results day?

• A Level, AS Level and Level 3 Vocational Qualifications – 10th August

• GCSE and Level 2 Vocational Qualifications – 12th August
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Who can I speak to if I have any questions?

If your question is about the general process, please speak to Mrs Strawbridge, Mr 
Callaway, Mr Massey or Mr McEwan.

If your question is about completing evidence in a subject area, please speak to 
either the class teacher or a subject leader.

If your question is about grades, we are not able to answer any questions about the 
grade we will be providing to the exam board. All colleges and  sixth forms will be 
aware of this and will take into account when discussing applications.

Further information is available on the JCQ – Guidance for Students and Parents on 
Summer 2021 information sheet that is available on our academy website – JCQ 
Guidance for Students and Parents: GCSEs and AS/A Levels Summer 2021.

http://arnoldhillacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-students-and-parents-on-summer-2021.pdf

