This Autumn term has been like no other, so many challenges and so much un-certainty in terms of national
events. I am very proud of how our staff and students have shown such resilience and commitment to their work
throughout this term. It is true that school really is the best place for our young people at the moment. Thank you
for all the kind messages you have been sending our staff, these messages are very much appreciated.
I would like to take this opportunity to say ‘Thank you & farewell’ to Mrs Johnson in our PE department. Mrs
Johnson has decided to retire from teaching at Christmas. She has worked at Arnold Hill since 1991! 1991 was a
great year for women’s sports: in tennis Steffi Graf won Wimbledon; and this was the year of the very first FIFA
Women’s World Cup. Mrs Johnson has been a stalwart in our PE department over the years and will be very much
missed. I want to thank her for all her hard work, commitment, energy and enthusiasm over the years and wish
her all the very best in her retirement.
I wish you all, your families and loved ones all the very best over the festive period. I hope you enjoy some rest and
look forward to seeing you refreshed and ready to go again in January 2021.
Merry Christmas!
Matt Robertson
Principal

Pledge—Pupils in Year 8 have been actively trying to gain points for their Pledge award and although
there are not as many clubs running this year due to restrictions we still have pupils trying really hard to
achieve their bronze and silver awards.
Year Council—In Year 8 we have assembled our team of school councillors who will meet together at
various stages of the year to discuss changes that they would like to see in the year group and also wider
issues across the school.
Inspire day—This took place on Tuesday 1st December and the subject was ‘Mental Health is Wealth’. It
gave our Year 8s as many strategies as possible to find calm in their lives. From learning about
mindfulness to making their own affirmations to even the simplicity of going for a walk and owning the
moment.

We had our first Year 8 Dominoes tutor group prize this half term for the winning Year 8
tutor group with most positive points – the winners were 8O! 8C and 8H got the 2nd and
3rd Prizes of a box of miniature Heroes. Below are the tutor groups in descending order
for Positive points after subtracting Negative Points this half term.
We have also introduced
‘Freddo Friday’ for the
top three pupils with
the most positive
points weekly in each
tutor group . We have
the ‘Attendance Weekly
Raffle, and ‘Tutee of the
Week’ from which pupils are entered into the
end of year prize draw.

Year 8 pupils who have received the ‘Above
and Beyond’ award set by staff for ‘going
the extra mile’ in lessons or around school
receive a special certificate to acknowledge
this achievement.

Gedling Cross Country: The pupils below got 10 pledge points and a Principal’s Commendation
letter home for representing the Academy in the Gedling Cross Country event. A cracking effort from
them all. Well done to everyone.
Jacob Pelling, Myriam Nelson, Josh Brown, Elizabeth Simpson, Scarlett Farrands-Bentley, Amelia
Farrands-Bentley, Dalton Logan, Noah Shelly, Christian Bottini, Karley Frost, Jake Cresswell, Millie
Turner, Claudia Marcinska, Amalie Youens, Ollie Carey, Ewan McArdle, Sid Skevington, Jayden Rafique,
Alfie Sharp, Richard Weinhold, Ollie Pullen.

Are you and your child
able to access Class Charts?
We find it wonderful that
we are able to share their
fantastic achievements with
you… as they happen! If you
are not able to access
please let us know.

