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Introduction from the Head Teacher

Dear Parent
This is a very important time for your son/daughter as they decide what they will be learning and
studying over the next three years. The school offers Guided Pathways which provide a more
personalised approach because the success of each individual is our highest priority. This means that
your child’s learning in Key Stage 4 will be tailored to match their particular skills, talents and
aptitudes.
This booklet will provide you with information about the courses on offer in Years 9 to 11, Key Stage
4 of the National Curriculum. It explains the different subjects that will make up a student’s timetable
and provides information about these subjects, their contents, values and assessment criteria.
The booklet also summarises the various stages in the process, outlining the ways in which students,
parents, carers and the Academy work together to make sure that each student chooses courses that
best fit their needs and abilities.
In order to achieve the success we all want, students will need to invest much time, energy and effort.
This begins by investing time and effort in making the correct choices for Key Stage 4. You will want
to read this booklet carefully before any decisions are made, and we are available in the Academy to
help you with those decisions. The Guided Pathways Evening is designed precisely for that purpose, in
providing as much information as possible and working together for your child’s success. We have
invited Parents/Carers and pupils to attend the Guided Pathways evening at Arnold Hill Academy on
the 6th March 2019. This is one of the most important evenings in the school year and is always
extremely well attended. All subject related queries should be addressed during the Guided Pathway
evening on the 6th March.

Matt Robertson
Head Teacher
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Introduction to Guided Pathways
This is a very exciting time for you, you are moving onto the next phase of your school career. This
booklet contains all of the relevant information you will need to help you choose the right courses
for you to follow through until year 11. It is incredibly important to make the right choices for YOU.
Your teachers will be available to help guide you; listen to them and your parents and then make
your decision.
Your timeline of events:
Date

Wednesday 6
March 2019

th

25th February –
11th March 2019

Event

Who’s Involved

Guided Pathways
Evening
6pm – 8:30 pm
A Block Hall

Mr Robertson – Head Teacher
Miss Nichols - Assistant Head Teacher leading on options
Mr Kelly – Head of Year 8

Guidance support
materials

Led by tutors

11th March 2019

Guided Pathways form completed by student within their ICT Class

May 2019

Confirmation of Guided Pathways choices

If you have any questions, please email AHA_Options@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk – this will be the
quicker method of communication in regards to options.
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What to take into account when making your decision
Think about the following key questions:

What subjects are you currently achieving highly in?

What are the subjects you enjoy?

What are the subjects you want to do?

What is available after Sixth Form or college?

What career do you want?
Do:

Don’t:

...talk to your parents, subject teachers,
careers staff – they are all here to help

...choose a subject because you like a particular
teacher

...read the subject details

...opt for a balanced choice of subjects to
keep open future careers and study options

...avoid a subject because you dislike a particular
teacher – you may well have a different teacher
for GCSE.
...choose a subject because your friends are
choosing it – they probably won’t be in the
same group as you, and remember: you are
deciding about your future.

...be realistic about your ability – do not
...be misled about the title or content of a
choose subjects which you may find too hard
subject – if in doubt, ask for clarification.
or too easy.
Challenge yourself, make the choices right for you and shine brightly.

Core Subjects
The curriculum is a combination of subjects which you have to study – called the core subjects – and
other subjects you can choose to study.
Core subjects include:

English Language and English Literature

Maths

Science

PE
Students can also choose to study GCSE PE or GSCE Dance as one of their Guided Pathways choices.
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The EBacc Pathway
The EBacc is highly recognised by the government and universities, particularly Russell Group
universities. The Russell Group represents 24 leading UK universities, who are very highly regarded
and offer some of the best teaching and learning in the country. The EBacc pathway students must
have all the core subjects, a language and humanities – in any order. They will then have 1 remaining
subject to select from.
★ Please note that the languages GCSE is for students who have studied the SAME language at Key
Stage 3 ★

Modern Foreign
Language

History
or
Geography



Option
Then Select…

Then Select…

French
or
Spanish

Humanities



BPE and Humanities
Business Studies
Computer Science
Creative Arts
Dance
Design Technology
Economics
Sports Science

The Tailored Pathway
We recognise at Arnold Hill that not all students will follow the Ebacc, therefore we have
recommended this pathway for some students. Alternatively, students can follow a combination of
the core subjects, a Humanities or Language, plus 2 subjects of their choice. Students will need to
take a language or a Humanities subject to complement their subjects.

Reserve Subjects
We strive to ensure that all students have their first choice option. However, for various timetable
reasons, we sometimes have to use students’ reserve subject. We ask that students think about a
reserve choice, as much as they do their first choices so all students have suitable courses of study.
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English Language
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Mr Trotter thomas.trotter@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
AQA
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700

What Will I Study?
Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus and engage with creative as well as real
and relevant contexts. Students will have opportunities to develop higher-order reading and critical
thinking skills that encourage genuine enquiry into different topics and themes. Students will be able
to demonstrate a confident control of Standard English and write grammatically correct sentences,
deploying figurative language and analysing texts.
For GCSE English Language Students Will:
 Read fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st
centuries, including literature and literary non-fiction as well as other writing such as reviews
and journalism
 Read and evaluate texts critically and make comparisons between texts
 Summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts
 Use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing
 Write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately
 Use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately
 Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of
grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
 Listen to and understand spoken language and use spoken Standard English effectively.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit

Section A: Reading
Section B: Writing
One literature fiction text
Paper
Descriptive or narrative writing
1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)
1:Explorations in
1 extended writing question (24
2 longer form questions (2 x 8
Creative Reading
marks content) (16 marks technical
marks) 1 extended question (1 x 20
and Writing
accuracy)
marks)
Two linked texts, one non-fiction
text and one literary non-fiction
Writing to present a viewpoint
Paper 2: Writers‘ text
1 extended writing question (24
Viewpoints And 1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)
marks content) (16 marks technical
Perspectives
2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x
accuracy
12 marks) 1 extended question (1 x
16 marks)
Please note there is no longer a coursework element to the English Language GCSE.

Assessment
Written
exam:1 hour
45 minutes
80 marks
50% of GCSE
Written exam:
1 hour 45
minutes
80 marks
50% of GCSE

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
After A levels or a degree, jobs directly related to English include: digital copywriter, editorial assistant,
English teacher, journalist, lexicographer, publishing copy-editor or proof reader and, of course,
writer.

~ EBACC ~
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English Literature
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Mr Trotter thomas.trotter@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
AQA
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702

What Will I Study?
Students will study one Shakespeare play, one 19th century novel and one post-1914 prose fiction or
drama text.
Students will also study one cluster of poems taken from the AQA poetry anthology, Poems Past and
Present. There is a choice of two clusters, each containing 15 poems. The poems in each cluster are
thematically linked and were written between 1789 and the present day.
The titles of the two clusters are:
Love and Relationships
Power and Conflict.
There is also an unseen poetry section of the examination. In preparation for this students will
experience a wide range of poetry in order to develop their ability to closely analyse unseen poems.
They should be able to analyse and compare key features such as their content, theme, structure and
use of language.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Please note there is no longer a coursework element to the English Literature GCSE.
Section A:
Section B:
Paper 1
Assessed
Shakespeare
19th-century novel
Students will answer one
Students will answer one
question on their play of
question on their novel of
Written exam:
Shakespeare
choice.
They
will
be
required
choice.
They
will
be
1 hour 45
and the 19th
to write in detail about an
required to write in detail
minutes
century
extract from the play and then about an extract from the
64 marks
novel
to write about the play as a
novel and then to write
40% of GCSE
whole.
about the novel as a whole
Section A:
Section B:
Section C:
Paper 2
Assessed
Modern texts
Poetry
Unseen Poetry
Students will
Students will answer
Students will
answer one
Written
one comparative
answer one essay
question on one
exam:
question on one
Modern
question from a
unseen poem and
2 hour 15
named poem printed
texts and
choice of two on
one question
minutes
on the paper and
poetry
their studied
comparing this
96 marks
one other poem
modern prose or
poem with a
60% of
from their chosen
drama text.
second unseen
GCSE
anthology cluster.
poem.
Careers/Where Does It Lead?
After A levels or a degree, jobs directly related to English include: digital copywriter, editorial assistant,
English teacher, journalist, lexicographer, publishing copy-editor or proof reader and, of course,
writer.
~ EBACC ~
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Maths GCSE
Course Contacts:

Mr C Bishop (KS4 Lead) chris.bishop@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
Mrs Cheetham (Head of Faculty): andrea.cheetham@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
Exam Board:
AQA
Specification Link: www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300
What Will I Study?
GCSE Mathematics consists of a number of topics that can be grouped under six headings.
 Number
 Algebra
 Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change
 Geometry and Measures
 Probability
 Statistics
You will be taught how to:
 Use and apply standard techniques
 Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically
 Solve problems within Mathematics and other contexts
You will be entered for either the Foundation (Grades 5 – 1) or Higher (Grades 9 – 4) tier. A final
decision on this will be made during the Spring Term of Year 11.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Students will sit three exams at the end of the course; two calculator papers with one non-calculator.
All exams are 90 minutes long. There is no controlled assessment or coursework element to the
course.
Careers/Where Does It Lead?
People with Maths qualifications can go into: accounting, medicine, engineering, forensic pathology,
finance, business, consultancy, teaching, IT, games development, scientific research, programming,
the civil service, design, construction and astrophysics to name a few.
All university courses will require a minimum of a grade 4 or 5 in Maths. A Level Maths is a very popular
option in Sixth Form with A Level Further Maths an additional option for post 16 students who really
want to develop their mathematical skills, possibly in preparation for a mathematically based degree.
If you want to study A Level Maths at Arnold Hill you will need a Grade 7 in GCSE Maths.

~ EBACC ~
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Combined Science GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Mrs Hutchinson amanda.hutchinson@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
AQA
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy8464

What Will I Study?
There are two possible routes through Science at GCSE.



The traditional Double Award route - a combined science qualification worth two GCSEs
The Triple Award route – where GCSEs are awarded for the separate sciences of Physics,
Chemistry and Biology.

Students will begin their GCSE Science qualification following the “Triple Award” route which will allow
them to access three GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. As students work through the course
their teachers will monitor performance in assessments and in lessons to identify which course
students will be best suited to. At the end of Year 10, we will then decide whether students do the
“Triple Award” separate science GCSE course or the Double Award route “Combined Science Trilogy”
GCSE.
How Will I Be Assessed?
The Double Award qualification “Combined Science - Trilogy” involves six written exams of 1 hour 15
minutes each and will account for 100% of the final mark awarded. There is no coursework element
to this qualification and all exams must be sat at the end of Year 11.
The Triple Award qualification involves six written exams of 1 hour 45 minutes each and will account
for 100% of the final mark awarded. There is no coursework element to this qualification.
Students will sit 2 x Biology, 2 x Chemistry and 2 x Physics exams – (Higher or Foundation tier). Each
exam paper will contain a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed and short answer questions
as well as some elements of open response answers. In Combined Science the final GCSE Level
awarded will reflect overall performance across all six exams and will fall on a 17 point sliding scale
from 9-9, 9-8, 8-8 (Higher level) all the way to 2-2, 2-1 and 1-1 (Lower level). In Triple Science students
will achieve a single GCSE in Biology, Chemistry and Physics which will reflect overall performance in
those subject specific papers in the exams.
Careers/Where Does It Lead?
GCSE Science will help students to develop skills in logical thinking, problem solving, analysis and the
evaluation of evidence. These are essential key skills that are held in high esteem by all employers.
Successful students often pursue careers with a scientific background including medicine, dentistry
and pharmaceuticals. However, many accomplished scientists have used their diverse skills to make a
success of careers in finance, business, law and consultancy. Students who study Combined Science
can go on to further study Science subjects at A-level such as Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

~ EBACC ~
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Computer Science GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Mr S Brown stuart.brown@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
OCR
http://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016

What Will I Study?
The course is made up of two external exams and one internal piece of Non Exam Assessment.
Computer Systems: This is a written paper that will focus on computer hardware and systems
architecture including the CPU, Memory, Storage and Systems Architecture. The students will learn
about network technologies, system security, system software and understand the impact of the
ethical and legal aspects of computing.
Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming: This is a written paper that will focus on
learning algorithms, programming techniques and data representation. It will require students to learn
Binary Conversion, Binary Addition, Hexadecimal, Logic Gates and sorting algorithms that require a
strong level of mathematical and logical understanding.
Non Exam Assessment (NEA): This is a programming project that will require students to solve a
problem independently by creating a computer program solution using Python.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit Elements
Unit J276-01 Computer Systems
Unit J276-02

Computational Thinking,
Algorithms and Programming

Unit J276-03 Programming Project

Assessment
Written Exam – 1½ hours
40% GCSE
Written Exam – 1½ hours
40% GCSE

Coursework

Non Exam Assessment
20% GCSE

Yes with additional
controls (20 hours)

None
None

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
Careers: Computer Programmer/ Games Developer / Software Engineer / Systems Analyst/ IT
Technician / IT Manager.
Further Study: OCR A Level Computer Science.

~ EBACC ~
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French GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Mrs J Smith joanne.smith@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
AQA
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658

What Will I Study?
Students study all of the following themes and topics on which the assessments are based:
Theme 1: Identity and Culture.
Topics: Me, my family and friends; Technology in everyday life; Free time activities; Customs and
festivals in French-speaking countries.
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest.
Topics: Home, town, neighbourhood and region; Social Issues; Global Issues; Travel and tourism.
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment.
Topics: My studies; Life at school/college; Education post-16; Jobs, career choices and ambitions.
Learned through these topics are also Grammar and Communication Strategies. You will become a
better communicator and will improve your chances of acquiring a job in the future. This subject will
broaden your understanding of other cultures and the world, making you a more rounded and
inquisitive individual.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit

Elements

Paper 1

Listening

Paper 2

Speaking

Paper 3

Reading

Paper 4

Writing

Assessment
Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier)
45 minutes (Higher Tier) 25% of GCSE
7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier)
10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) 25% of GCSE
Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier)
1 hour (Higher Tier)
Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier)
1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier) 25% of GCSE

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
With a French GCSE you can carry on to study French AS and A Level and continue to develop your
language skills. A huge number of degree subjects combine with a language, giving you the
opportunity to spend a year studying or working in industry abroad in locations such as mainland
France, Canada or even the Caribbean! Major areas of MFL graduate recruitment include Business and
Finance, Computing and IT, Education, Marketing, Public Sector Management but there are many
more opportunities.

~ EBACC ~
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Geography GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Ms E Collins emma.collins@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
AQA
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035

What Will I Study?
The subject content is split into four units: 3.1 Living with the physical environment, 3.2 Challenges in
the human environment, 3.3 Geographical applications and 3.4 Geographical skills. In units 3.1 and
3.2 the content is split into sections, with each section focusing on a particular geographical theme.
Unit 3.3 sets out the requirements for fieldwork and issue evaluation. Unit 3.4 sets out the
geographical skills that students are required to develop and demonstrate. In the specification
content, students are required to study case studies and examples. Case studies are broader in context
and require greater breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding. Examples are more focused
on a specific event or situation, are smaller in scale and do not cover the same degree of content.
In GCSE Geography you will complete topics:
 Ecosystems
 Physical landscapes
 Resource management
 Changing economic world
 Urban environments
 Natural environmental (tectonic, weather and climate change)
 Issue evaluation and fieldwork
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit
Paper 1

Elements
Living with the physical environment

Assessment
1 hr 30 minutes

Paper 2

Challenges in the human environment

1 hr 30 minutes

Paper 3

Geographical applications

1 hr 15 minutes

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
Geography is a broad based subject which is well respected by employers. Geography graduates have
one of the highest rates of graduate employment. Geographers enter a very wide range of career
areas and, put simply, there is no such thing as a geography job, rather there are jobs that geographers
do. Studying geography provides you with valuable skills and a firm base for life-long learning.
Possible jobs you could go into with geography:
 Town planner
 Cartographer
 Commercial/residential surveyor
 Environmental consultant
 Geographical information systems officer
 Planning and development surveyor
 Town planner
 Transport planner
 Risk analyst

~ EBACC ~
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History GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Ms N Walker-Lang Natalie.Walker-Lang@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
Edexcel
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history2016.html

What Will I Study?
Paper 1 – Thematic Study and Historical Environment
Crime and Punishment in Britain c1000-present and Whitechapel, c1870-c1900: crime, policing and the
inner city.
 The changing nature and definition of criminal activity over time.
 The changing nature of law enforcements and punishments over time.
 Case studies include the influence of the Church on crime and punishment, the Gunpowder
plotters; their crime and punishment, Pentonville prison, the treatment of Conscientious
Objectors during the First and Second World War, the Derek Bentley case and the abolition of
the death penalty.
Paper 2 – British Depth Study and Period Study
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–88
 Anglo-Saxon society, the succession crisis, the Norman invasion, William in power and
securing the kingdom, and Norman England.
The American West, c1835–c1895
 The early settlement of the West, the Gold Rush, development of the plains and conflicts with
the Plains Indians, law and order in the West.
Paper 3 – Modern Depth Study
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39
 The Weimar Republic 1918-1939, Hitler’s rise to power, Nazi control and dictatorship 1933-39.
How Will I Be Assessed? (Students wishing to select History as an option choice require a target of Grade 5)
Module/Unit

Elements

Paper 1

Thematic Study and Historic
Environment

Paper 2

British Depth Study and Period
Study

Paper 3

Modern Depth Study

Assessment
30% of the qualification
Written examination 1 hour and 15
minutes
40% of the qualification
Written examination 1 hour and 45
minutes
30% of the qualification
Written examination 1 hour and 20
minutes

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
History is a fascinating subject that connects people, events and places through time. In order to
understand the world today it is important to study the past, as everything which is happening around
us has been influenced and is a direct result of what went before. History is a highly respected subject
and is categorised by the Russell Group as a facilitating subject meaning that it is one of the preferred
subjects as selected by the UK’s leading universities. Potential careers include law, politics, public
sector, business, marketing, media, economics, teaching, archaeology and curation (museums,
galleries, archives and libraries).
~ EBACC ~
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Spanish GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Mrs L Bond laura.bond@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
AQA
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698

What Will I Study?
Students study all of the following themes and topics on which the assessments are based:
Theme 1: Identity and Culture.
Topics: Me, my family and friends; Technology in everyday life; Free time activities; Customs and
festivals in Spanish-speaking countries.
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest.
Topics: Home, town, neighbourhood and region; Social Issues; Global Issues; Travel and tourism.
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment.
Topics: My studies; Life at school/college; Education post-16; Jobs, career choices and ambitions.
Learned through these topics are also Grammar and Communication Strategies. You will become a
better communicator and will improve your chances of acquiring a job in the future. This subject will
broaden your understanding of other cultures and the world, making you a more rounded and
inquisitive individual. Languages are a much sought after skill in CVs in a very competitive job market,
it will increase your chances of a good career and travel prospects.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit
Elements
Paper 1

Listening

Paper 2

Speaking

Paper 3

Reading

Paper 4

Writing

Assessment
Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier)
45 minutes (Higher Tier)
25% of GCSE
7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier)
10–12 minutes (Higher Tier)
25% of GCSE
Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier)
1 hour (Higher Tier)
25% of GCSE
Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier)
1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier)
25% of GCSE

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
With a Spanish GCSE you can continue onto Spanish A Level, as well as using it during any degree as
an added module. A huge number of degree subjects combine with a language, giving you the
opportunity to spend a year studying or working in industry abroad, in locations such as mainland
Spain or even Latin America! Major areas of MFL graduate recruitment include Business and Finance,
Computing and IT, Education, Marketing, and Public Sector Management but there are many more
opportunities. Previous A level Spanish students have gone on to work in international sectors –
including the Chamber of Commerce in Chile – and International Law.

~ EBACC ~
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Art GCSE
Course Contact:
Ms E Sanders emma.sanders@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
Exam Board:
OCR
Specification Link: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-art-and-design-j170-j176-from-2016

What Will I Study?
In Year 9 you will build your skills portfolio within projects and you will experiment with a range of
materials and techniques.
In Year 10 you will build your skills portfolio within projects and you will experiment with a range of
techniques and materials. Start to look at themes.
In Year 11 you will complete a themed project which we tailor to your interests and creative flair so
that you have the best chance of success.
The course that you will be studying is the new GCSE Art and Design 1-9 grading system. You will
complete two components for this course.
Component 1: Portfolio – This is worth 60% of your overall grade.
Component 2: Externally set task – This is worth 40% of your overall grade.
All students will follow the Art, Craft and Design pathway that OCR offer.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit

Elements

Assessment

Coursework

Portfolio

A portfolio of practical work showing their 10 hour mock
personal response to a given theme.
exam

This is the coursework
element worth 60% of
the overall GCSE

Set Task

A body of practical work showing their
personal response to a theme, candidates
10 hour exam
choose from the OCR exam paper which is
released early in January.

Worth 40% of the
overall GCSE

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
Art and Design can create lots of career opportunities within a range of industries. You can continue
your study at Sixth Form where we offer the new full A Level course. Many of our students go on to
study Art Foundation courses or decide to go straight to study at University level.
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Beliefs, Philosophy and Ethics
Course Contact:
Ms B Roberts bethanie.roberts@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
Exam Board:
AQA
Specification Link: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062

What Will I Study?
Christianity
a. Beliefs (Nature of God, Historical Jesus, Creation of the Universe, Resurrection, Heaven and
Hell)
b. Practices (Persecution, Evangelism, Festivals, Community, Secularisation)
Islam
a. Beliefs (Divisions in Islam, Allah, Prophets, Angels, Revelation of the Qu’ran, Life after Death)
b. Practices (Five Pillars, Obligatory Acts, Festivals)
Thematic studies:
a. Relationships and Families (Gender, Marriage, Divorce, Sexuality, Relationships)
b. Religion and Life (Origins of the Universe and Life, Environmental Ethics, Animal Rights,
Abortion, Euthanasia)
c. Peace and Conflict (Peace and Justice, Protests, Use of Violence, War and Pacifism)
d. Crime and Punishment (Capital Punishment, Suffering, Treatment of Criminals, Forgiveness)
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit
Component 1A
Component 2A

Elements
Beliefs
Practices

Assessment

Thematic studies

Answer relevant theme questions

Answer the Christianity section and the Islam section

Question types:
1 mark – Multiple Choice
2 marks – Two examples to issue
4 marks – Two contrasting responses to an issue
5 marks – Two contrasting responses, with an example from scripture
12 marks + 3 SPAG – Debate essay style question
Careers/Where Does It Lead?
A-Level opportunities / Degree options: Philosophy and History, Philosophy and Physics, Philosophy
and Music; Philosophy and Psychology; the list goes on…
Excellent cross-curricular links – you’ll be surprised how much extra knowledge you can bring in from
other subject areas.
Journalism, Medicine, Teaching, Social Work, Law, Inter-faith Communications, Academia, Civil
Servant.
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Business GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Mrs A Munroe amanda.munroe@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
Edexcel
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business2017.html

What Will I Study?
Theme 1 concentrates on the key business concepts, issues and skills involved in starting and running
a small business. It provides a framework for students to explore core concepts through the lens of an
entrepreneur setting up a business. Theme 2 examines how a business develops beyond the start-up
phase. It focuses on the key business concepts, issues and decisions used to grow a business, with
emphasis on aspects of marketing, operations, finance and human resources. Theme 2 also considers
the impact of the wider world on the decisions a business makes as it grows. The topics covered
include:
Theme 1: Investigating small business
 Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship
 Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity
 Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice
 Topic 1.4 Making the business effective
 Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business
Theme 2: Building a business
 Topic 2.1 Growing the business
 Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions
 Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions
 Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions
 Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit

Elements

Assessment

Theme 1

Written exam: 1½ hours – 50% of the qualification
Investigating
The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer
small business
and extended-writing questions.

Theme 2

Building a
business

Written exam: 1½ hours – 50% of the qualification
The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer
and extended-writing questions.

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
The skills gained on a GCSE Business course allow you to build commercial awareness and start
contributing to your chosen employer quickly and effectively. Industries as diverse as chemicals,
utilities, fashion, health, grocery and construction all require managers with a clear understanding of
systems, efficiency and operational issues. Opportunities exist in management and analytic roles with
employers in the private, public and voluntary sectors.
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Child Development OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate
BTEC Technical Award in Health and Social Care
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Ms S Lockton siobhan.lockton@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk and
Mrs C Parker ceri.parker@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
OCR and Edexcel
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/264237-centre-handbook.pdf and
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tecawards/health-and-social-care/2017/specification-and-sampleassessments/tech-award-HSC-spec.pdf

You will study and gain separate qualifications for TWO courses over the space of the THREE years
in ONE option choice

Child Development:
What Will I Study?
You will complete three mandatory units
Unit 1 underpins all of the other learning in this qualification. All students will learn the essential
knowledge and understanding for child development, covering reproduction, parental responsibility,
antenatal care, birth, postnatal checks, care, conditions for development, childhood illnesses and child
safety. Knowledge gained would be of use for further studies in PHSE, Biology and other Child
Development qualifications.
In Unit 2, students will gain knowledge of the equipment needs of babies and young children and an
understanding of the factors to be considered when choosing appropriate equipment to meet all of
these needs. They will also gain knowledge of nutrition and hygiene practices and will be given the
opportunity to evaluate dietary choices. Evaluation skills are transferable skills which would be of use
in further studies in most areas.
In Unit 3, students will gain knowledge of, and skills in, developing activities to observe development
norms in children up to the age of five. This unit will include researching, planning, carrying out
activities with children and observing and reviewing these activities, as well as an understanding of
the development norms and the benefits of play in child development. These transferable skills will
support further studies in many other subjects.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Grading: Level 1 Pass, Level 1 Merit, Level 1 Distinction, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction,
Level 2 Distinction *
Module/Unit
R018:
R019:

R020:

Elements

Assessment
Written paper OCR-set and marked 1
Health and well-being for child development
hour and 15 minutes – 80 marks 50%
Understand the equipment and nutritional Centre assessed tasks OCR moderated
needs of children from birth to five years
Approx. 7-10 hours – 60 marks 25%
Centre assessed tasks
Understand the development of a child from OCR moderated
birth to five years
Approx. 7-10 hours – 60 marks
25%
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BTEC Technical Award in Health and Social Care
What Will I Study?
What is the health and social care sector? About three million people in the UK work in health and
social care. In healthcare, this includes jobs such as doctors, pharmacists, nurses, midwives, healthcare
assistants and administrators, while social care roles include care assistants, social workers,
occupational therapists and counsellors. Demand for both health and social care is likely to continue
to rise, so it is sure to continue to play a key role in UK society, and the demand for people to fill these
vital jobs will increase.
What does the qualification cover? This course gives you the opportunity to study how people grow
and develop over the course of their lives, from infancy to old age, and the factors that may affect
this, such as major life changing events like marriage or parenthood. You will learn how people adapt
to these changes as well as the types of support available to help them.
You will also learn about the different health and social care services, and about ‘care values’ and their
importance in making sure that the people who use these services get the care they need. You will be
able to demonstrate these care values practically. You will develop skills in interpreting data about
someone’s state of health in order to design a plan that will allow them to improve their health and
wellbeing. This new qualification is the same size and level as a GCSE, and is aimed at everyone who
wants to find out more about health and social care. This course will give you the opportunity to
develop skills, knowledge and techniques, and to review your own performance in demonstrating
‘care values’.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Grading: Level 1 Pass, Level 1 Merit, Level 1 Distinction, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction,
Level 2 Distinction*
Module/Unit

Elements

Assessment

Unit 1:

Human Lifespan Development

Internally assessed
30% of Technical Award

Unit 2:

Health and Social Care Services and Values

Internally assessed
30% of Technical Award

Unit 3:

Health and Wellbeing

Synoptic External Assessment
40% of Technical Award

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
Further study in the form of Level 3 Health and Social Care at sixth form or various apprenticeships.
There are many potential careers following on from studying Health and Social Care: Adult nurse,
Ambulance paramedic, Anaesthetist, Art therapist, Care assistant, Nursery nurse, Nurse, Clinical
psychologist, Midwife, Dentist, Radiographer, Child Minder, Social Worker and many more.
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Dance GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Miss L Hays lauren.hays@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
AQA
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236

What Will I Study?
Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students to develop their creative,
physical, emotional and intellectual capacity. This specification recognises the role of dance in young
people’s lives and students will study a range of dance styles and style fusions. The study of the
anthology of professional works will develop their ability to critically appraise dance works.
Component 1 - Performance and Choreography: Students will learn how to apply physical, technical
and expressive skills within their performance. They will understand how to create dance and how to
structure movement effectively.
Component 2 - Dance Appreciation: Students will study six professional works including ‘Artificial
Things’ – Stopgap Dance (Lucy Bennett) and ‘A Linha Curva’ – Rambert Dance Company (Itzik Galili).
Students will study all six works in their entirety and be prepared to describe, analyse, interpret,
evaluate and reflect on the works in response to short answer and extended writing questions.
Students will focus on the features of key movement, costume, lighting and aural setting.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit
Performance:
Task 1 - Solo
performance
Performance:
Task 2 - Duet/trio
performance
Choreography:
Solo or group
choreography
Dance Appreciation:

Elements
Assessing a dancer’s technical and
expressive skills within the set phrases
The unit assesses the dancer’s ability to
perform as part of a group:
• Sensitivity to other dancers
• Accurate actions, timing and
space
Students learn how to respond
creatively to an externally set stimulus
to choreograph their own dance.
Critical appreciation of professional
works/ own work

Assessment
Practical moderation – 1
minute in duration
15% of GCSE
Practical moderation – 3-5
minutes in duration
15% of GCSE
Practical moderation
30% of GCSE
Written exam – 1½ hours
40% of GCSE

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
Studying Dance at GCSE opens a depth of potential pathways and careers, a few being: Choreographer,
Dance Performer, Dance Education Specialist, Dance Movement Therapist, Dance Journalist,
Community Dance Practitioner or Dance Lecturer.
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Design Technology GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Ms S Lockton siobhan.lockton@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
AQA
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology

What Will I Study?
GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an
increasingly technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on
Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors.
Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply technical
and practical expertise.
GCSE Design and Technology will allow students to develop their knowledge, understanding and the
skills required to undertake the iterative design process of exploring, creating and evaluating. Aspects
of the course will be delivered through the practical application of this knowledge and understanding.
Students will study a range of core technical principles as well as specialist technical principles that
are linked to wood, metal and polymers, composite, smart and modern materials. Students will also
develop mathematical and scientific knowledge and understanding in relation to Design and
Technology.
How Will I Be Assessed? (Grading 1-9)
Module/Unit Elements
Assessment
Core technical principles (20 marks)
A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions assessing a
Written exam:
breadth of technical knowledge and understanding.
Specialist technical principles (30 marks)
2 hours
Paper 1
Several short answer questions (2–5 marks) and one extended
Written exam
response to assess a more in-depth knowledge of technical
100 marks
principles.
Designing and making principles (50 marks)
50% of GCSE
A mixture of short answer and extended response questions.
Task(s)
• Substantial design and make task
Practical
Non-exam
• Identifying and investigating design
application of:
assessment
possibilities
Core technical
(NEA):
• Producing a design brief and specification
principles
• Generating design ideas
Non-exam
30–35 hours
Specialist
• Developing design ideas
assessment
approx.
technical
• Realising design ideas
(NEA)
principles
• Analysing and evaluating
100 marks
• Students will produce a prototype and a
Designing and
portfolio of evidence
50% of GCSE
making principles • Work will be marked by teachers and
moderated by AQA.
Careers/Where Does It Lead?
GCSE Design Technology opens the door to a wide range of careers in the creative, engineering and
manufacturing industries. It is also excellent preparation for careers in many other fields e.g. medicine,
law and computer science. Whatever career you choose, the knowledge and skills you learn –
particularly those concerned with rapidly developing technologies – will be extremely valuable.
Post 16 Study could include: A-level Design and Technology: Fashion and Textiles or A-level Design and
Technology: Product Design.
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Drama GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Ms N Burscough Brown nicola.burscough-brown@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
AQA
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261

What Will I Study?
Component one: ‘Written exam’ (40% - 80 marks total) at the end of Year 11; study one set play and
watch a contrasting play for review. Play studied for written exam: ‘Blood Brothers’. This unit is
explored theoretically and practically which discovers how drama and theatre is developed and
performed.
Component two: ‘Devising Drama’ (40% - 80 marks total) devised performance (20 marks) with
devising log (60 marks). Three practice assessments will take place including: Hillsborough,
Afghanistan and other themed pieces. Final exam piece will take place at the end of Year 10.
Component three: ‘Texts in Practice’ (20% - 40 marks) performance of two extracts from one play (20
marks each), could be one group and a monologue/duologue. Play text to be confirmed.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit

Elements

One

Written exam

Two

Devising

Three

Practical performance
from text

Assessment
Sat at the end of Year 11 and is based on one set
play
40%
Devising a performance is worth 20 marks in this
section and your reflective log is worth 60 marks
40%
This could be a monologue/duologue
20%

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
This course will prepare students for any career within the performing arts industry, including director,
performer, stage manager, set designer etc. If you want a career in law, this course will develop
specific skills in speaking and physical representation for jobs including lawyer or police officer. This
course will develop inter-personal and communication skills which will prepare students in a variation
of other careers including public services, sales or management.
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Economics GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Ms J Stockwell judith.stockwell@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
AQA
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/gcse/economics-8136

What Will I Study?
Economics provides a set of tools and concepts that allows us to understand the basic economic
problem – how should the planet’s scarce resources be allocated when there are seemingly infinite
wants and needs? The topics covered include:
How markets work:
1. Economic foundations: What is an economy? What is economic activity?
2. Resource allocation: The role of markets and firms in deciding who gets what.
3. How prices are determined
4. Production, costs, revenue and profit
5. Competitive and concentrated markets: How large firms can exploit consumers and
employees
6. Market failure: Why and how the government can help when markets lead to waste,
environmental issues, ill health or poverty.
How the economy works:
7. Introduction to the national economy
8. Government objectives: Understand economic growth, inflation and unemployment
9. How the government manages the economy
10. International trade and the global economy
11. The role of money and financial markets
How Will I Be Assessed?
You will need a predicted grade 6 or above in Maths and English
Module/Unit

Elements

Paper 1

How Markets Work

Paper 2

How the Economy
Works

Assessment
Written Exam – 1hr 45 min 50% of GCSE
A mix of multiple choice, calculations, short and long
answer questions
Written Exam – 1hr 45 min 50% of GCSE
A mix of multiple choice, calculations, short and long
answer questions

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
A degree in Economics is highly regarded and Economics graduates enjoy higher average salaries than
graduates in general. Careers are very diverse. You could “save the world” by specialising in
development or environmental economics (the carbon trading scheme devised to tackle global
warming is inspired by and designed by economists). Or you could become an investment banker and
retire a millionaire at 30. Economists have strong analytical skills and many find general management
roles in government or in large corporations.
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Engineering BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Mr C Hallgarth christopher.hallgarth@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
Edexcel
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tecawards/engineering/2017/Specification-and-sample-assessments/PearsonBTEC-L12-Tech-Award-in-Engineering-Spec.pdf

What Will I Study?
This is for learners who wish to acquire technical skills through vocational contexts by studying
mechanical, electrical/electronic and engineering design as part of their Key Stage 4 learning. The main
focus is on four areas of equal importance, which cover the:
• Development of key engineering practical and technical skills, such as research, observation,
measurement, making, using computer-aided design (CAD) and disassembly
• Knowledge of key engineering sectors (mechanical, electrical/electronic and engineering
design) and the interrelation of each in industry
• Knowledge of the stages involved in planning and implementing an engineering project
• Knowledge and skills involved in the investigation of solutions to engineering problems in
response to a given brief.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Level 1 Pass, Level 1 Merit, Level 1 Distinction,
Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 Distinction*
Module/Unit

Elements

Assessment

Component 1:
Exploring Engineering
Sectors and Design
Applications

Learning aim A: Understand engineering sectors, products and
organisations, and how they interrelate
Learning aim B: Explore engineering skills through the design process

Internally assessed unit.
Marked by teacher and
moderated by Edexcel.
30%

Component 2:
Investigating an
Engineering Project

Component 3:
Responding to an
Engineering Brief

Learning aim A: Understand materials, components and processes for a
given engineered product
Learning aim B: Investigate a given engineered product using
disassembly techniques
Learning aim C: Plan the manufacture and safely reproduce/ inspect/
test a given engineered component
Task set and marked by Pearson, completed under supervised
conditions.
The set task is made up of two parts and will be completed in two hours
for Part 1 and one and a half hours for Part 2. Both parts of the set task
are completed during a one week period timetabled by Pearson.

Internally assessed unit.
Marked by teacher and
moderated by Edexcel.
30%
Synoptic externally
assessed unit.
Marked by Edexcel
40%

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
The Engineering industry is a growth sector within the UK and beyond. The UK is regarded as a world
leader in engineering, which covers a wide range of exciting and rapidly developing areas such as
renewable energy, space, low carbon, aerospace, automotive, agri-food and bioscience. People with
engineering skills are always in demand. Between 2010 and 2020, engineering companies are
projected to have 2.74 million job openings. During the course, students can see whether the
industry is one they’d like to be in, where they could go, and gain the knowledge and skills they need
to succeed in their next steps. After completing the course, they can continue on to further
vocational and academic study at level 2 and level 3, as well as apprenticeships and traineeships.
What’s more, the practical transferable skills they master during their studies such as self-reflection,
communication, teamwork and problem solving will also support their progress in the present and
the future.
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Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE
Course Contact: Ms C Harrison clare.harrison@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
Exam Board:
AQA
Specification Link: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food/gcse/food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585
What Will I Study?
This GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition will equip students with the knowledge, understanding,
skills and encouragement they need to cook. It will give them the ability to apply the principles of food
science, nutrition and healthy eating.
Students will be able to make informed decisions about a wide range of further learning opportunities
and career pathways and develop vital life skills, so that they can feed themselves and others
affordably and nutritiously.
Students will be taught the science behind what makes food tasty. The qualification will also equip
students with an unprecedented range of kitchen skills and an in-depth understanding of nutrition.
Budding chefs will learn how different techniques affect the sensory and nutritional properties of food
and be trained in setting up taste panels – the same method professional chefs use to trial new menu
options.
Students will learn about food origins, sustainability and the impact of food and food security on local
and global markets and communities.
They will get the opportunity to develop culinary skills including dough-making, reduction and filleting
and then hone these techniques using recipes chosen from British and international cuisine. This is an
exciting and creative course which focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a
thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food
materials. At its heart, this qualification focuses on nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give
them a strong understanding of nutrition.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit
Elements
Assessment
Theoretical knowledge of food preparation and nutrition
Paper 1- Food
Externally assessed Written
five core topics: 1. Food, nutrition and health; 2. Food
Preparation and
exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
science; 3. Food safety; 4. Food choice; 5. Food
Nutrition
100 marks 50% of GCSE
provenance.
Students' understanding of the working characteristics, Written or electronic report
NEA Task 1 –
functional and chemical properties of ingredients.
(1,500–2,000 words) including
Food
Practical investigations are a compulsory element of this photographic evidence of the
Investigation
NEA task.
practical investigation. (15%)
Students' knowledge, skills and understanding in relation
to the planning, preparation, cooking, presentation of
NEA Task 2 food and application of nutrition related to the chosen Written or electronic portfolio
Food preparation task. Students will prepare, cook and present a final
including photographic
assessment
menu of three dishes within a single period of no more evidence. (35%)
than three hours, planning in advance how this will be
achieved.
Careers/Where Does It Lead?
Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further study (Level 3 Food
Science and Nutrition), or embark on an apprenticeship or full time career in the catering or food
industries.
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iMedia GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Mr S Brown stuart.brown@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
OCR
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/creative-imedia-level-1-2-awardcertificate-j807-j817/

What Will I Study?
R081 Pre Production Skills
This unit will enable learners to understand pre-production skills used in the creative and digital media
sector. It will develop their understanding of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation
techniques that form part of the planning and creation process.
R082 Creating Digital Graphics
The aim of this unit is for learners to understand the basics of digital graphics editing for the creative
and digital media sector. This unit will develop learners’ understanding of the client brief, time frames,
deadlines and preparation techniques as part of the planning and creation process.
R085 Creating a Multipage Website
This unit will enable learners to understand the basics of creating multipage websites. It will enable
learners to demonstrate their creativity by combining components to create a functional, intuitive and
aesthetically-pleasing website.
R087 Creating Interactive Multimedia Products
This unit teaches students the basics of interactive multimedia products for the creative and digital
media sector. They will learn where and why interactive multimedia is used and what features are
needed for a given purpose.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit

Elements

Assessment
Written Paper
(1 hour 15 mins/25%)

Coursework

R081

Pre -Production Skills

R082

Creating Digital Graphics

Assignment work (25%)

Yes

R085

Creating a Multipage Website

Assignment work (25%)

Yes

R087

Creating Interactive Multimedia
Products

Assignment work (25%)

Yes

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
Careers: Graphic Designer/Website Designer/Media Specialist
Further study – BTEC Level 3 IT Extended Certificate/ Diploma
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None

Music GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Mr C Miles chris.miles@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
Eduqas
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music/gcse/

What Will I Study?
Performing
Playing music as a soloist and as part of a group. You will need to become proficient on one instrument
and be prepared to commit personal time to practising your instrument or voice.
Composing
Creating two original pieces of music. One is to a brief set by the exam board which is completed in
Year 11, the other a free composition in a style of your choice linked to one of the areas of study
below.
Listening
Hearing and writing about important features of different styles of music. Study is grouped into the
following categories: Musical forms and devices; Music for ensemble; Film Music; Popular Music.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit Elements
Component 1 Performing
Component 2 Composing
Component 3 Appraising

Assessment

Coursework

4 minute portfolio of recorded
Completed during Year 11
performances- 30%
Portfolio of 2 compositionsCompleted across both years
30%
Written exam- 40%

None

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
GCSE Music students develop independence, creativity and confidence, important skills that all
employers value. Students could progress to a wide range of Sixth Form or college courses in the music
or music technology fields and will be well prepared for more advanced learning in both academic and
vocational pathways.
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PE GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Mr O Quail oliver.quail@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
OCR
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-physical-education-j587-from2016/

What Will I Study?
 Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical
activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance
 Understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in physical
activity and sport
 Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques and
selecting and using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas
 Develop the ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity and
sport
 Understand the contribution which physical activity and sport make to health, fitness and
well-being
 Understand key socio-cultural influences which can affect people’s involvement in physical
activity and sport.
The GCSE course is assessed though practical and theory assessments:
 The Theory element is externally assessed through two written examination papers of 1 hour
each. You will also complete one controlled assessment which will contribute to 60% of the
overall course.
 The Practical element is assessed through three practical performances in the role of
participant in both team and individual sports. You can achieve 40% of the marks from your
three performances.
 Please note: the PE teacher will have final say on which course to study.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit
Component 1: Physical
Factors Affecting
Performance
Component 2: Sociocultural Issues and Sports
Psychology

Elements

Assessment

Coursework

Anatomy and Physiology,
Physical Training principles

Written Exam – 1hr
30% GCSE

None

Sports Psychology, Health,
Fitness and Well-Being

Written Exam – 1hr
30% GCSE

None

Practical assessment
40%

AEP (10% of
the overall
grade)

Component 3: Performance Performance in 3 sporting
within Physical Education activities (team and individual )

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
As well as being the ideal preparation for the A Level Physical Education course, GCSE PE allows for
progression to related vocational qualifications, such as the BTEC level 3 in Sport or Sport and Exercise
Sciences.
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(Core) PE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:

Mr O Quail oliver.quail@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
N/A

What Will I Study?
The Key Stage 4 PE curriculum is designed to encourage students to become engaged in an active
lifestyle that will positively affect their involvement in physical activity and sport, now and into the
future. Students build on previous experiences in PE in order to further develop and apply their
knowledge, skill and understanding of physical education through participating in a range of practical
activities. Students can focus upon competing, performing, promoting health and wellbeing or
developing personal fitness.
In Year 10 students have the opportunity to achieve the Arnold Hill Sports Leaders Award or Arnold
Hill Dance Leaders Award. These awards use the medium of sport or dance to help students to learn
to lead. They learn the essential skills of leadership: communication, organisation and motivation, but
in addition to this they grow in confidence and self-belief. The experiences students gain whilst
learning to lead stands them in good stead for their future careers and life itself.
The aim of core PE is to encourage students to:
• Develop and apply their knowledge, skills and understanding of physical education
through selected physical activities.
• Develop their knowledge and understanding of some of the different factors that affect
participation and performance and demonstrate their relationship.
• Understand the role of rules and conventions in selected activities.
• Promote their understanding of the health benefits with taking part in physical activity.
• Develop the skills necessary to analyse and improve performance.
• Support their personal and social development through adopting different roles in
selected activities when working with others.
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Sports Science – OCR Cambridge National Certificate
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Mr O Quail oliver.quail@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
OCR
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals-sport-sciencelevel-1-2-j802-j812/

What Will I Study?
The OCR Cambridge National Certificate in Sport consists of four units, which must include both of the
core units and two of the specialist units. Most of the time will be led by a member of staff but you
will also be required to undertake independent learning especially when submitting coursework for
assessment.
Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 5
Unit 6

Reducing the risk of Sports Injuries (1 hour Exam)
Applying the Principles of Training
Sports Nutrition
Technology in Sport

75% of the course is based on coursework. Just like GCSEs you can pass at different levels: you can
gain a Pass, Merit or Distinction depending on the quality of your work. 25% of the course is assessed
on an exam at the end of Unit 1, (Reducing the Risk of Sports Injuries).
Please note: the PE teacher will have final say on which course to study.
How Will I Be Assessed?
Module/Unit
Unit 1
Sports Injuries and
Prevention
Unit 2
Applying the Principles of
Training
Unit 5
Sports Nutrition
Unit 6
Technology in Sport

Elements

Assessment

Injuries, Risk assessments, Illnesses, Exam 1 hour
Health and Safety, First Aid
25% GCSE
Principles of training
Methods of training
Fitness testing
Training programmes
Diet plan
Ergogenic aids
Malnutrition
Over- and under-eating
Technology in one sport
Media in one sport
Presentation on findings

Coursework
No

Coursework
(4 assignments)
25% GCSE

Yes

Coursework
(4 assignments)
25% GCSE

Yes

Coursework
(3 assignments)
25% GCSE

Yes

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
Students can carry on in the Sixth Form to study the Level 3 BTEC Nationals in Sport and Exercise
Science course which is split into 18 units studied over two years. The course is designed to enable
students to gain a nationally recognised vocationally qualification that will equip them to enter
employment or progress onto higher sports qualifications
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Textiles GCSE
Course Contact:
Exam Board:
Specification Link:

Mrs S Norris suzanne.norris@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
Mrs S Robinson sarah.robinson@arnoldhillacademy.co.uk
AQA
GCSE DT 8552 http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology

What Will I Study?
GCSE Design and Technology (Textiles Focus) will prepare students to participate confidently and
successfully in an increasingly technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider
influences on Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic
factors. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply
technical and practical expertise.
GCSE Design and Technology will allow students to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills
required to undertake the iterative design process of exploring, creating and evaluating. Aspects of
the course will be delivered through the practical application of this knowledge and understanding.
Students will study a range of core as well as specialist technical principles that are linked to textiles,
fabrics, modern and smart materials. Students will also develop mathematical and scientific
knowledge and understanding, in relation to Design and Technology.
How Will I Be Assessed? Grading 1-9
Module/Unit

Paper 1
Written
exam
Taken in Y11

Non-exam
assessment
(NEA)
Taken in Y11

Elements
Core technical principles (20 marks)
A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions assessing a
breadth of technical knowledge and understanding.
Specialist technical principles (30 marks)
Several short answer questions (2–5 marks) and one extended response to
assess a more in-depth knowledge of technical principles.
Designing and making principles (50 marks)
A mixture of short answer and extended response questions.
Practical
application of:
Task(s)
• Substantial design and make task
Core technical
• Identifying and investigating design possibilities
principles
Specialist
technical
principles
Designing and
making
principles

• Producing a design brief and specification
• Generating design ideas
• Developing design ideas
• Realising design ideas
• Analysing & evaluating
• Students will produce a prototype & a portfolio of evidence
• Work will be marked by teachers and moderated by AQA.

Assessment
Written exam:
2 hours
100 marks
50% of GCSE
Non-exam
assessment
(NEA):
30–35 hours
approx.
100 marks
50% of GCSE

Careers/Where Does It Lead?
GCSE D&T opens the door to a wide range of careers in the creative, engineering and manufacturing
industries. It is also excellent preparation for careers in many other fields e.g. medicine, law and
computer science. Whatever career you choose, the knowledge and skills you learn, particularly those
concerned with rapidly developing technologies, will be extremely valuable.
Post 16 Study could include: A-level Design and Technology: Fashion and Textiles or A-level Design and
Technology: Product Design.
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